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Introduction 

In November of 2002, President George H. W. Bush signed into law the 

TEACH Act.  The TEACH (Technology, Education, and Copyright Harmonization) 

Act aims at providing distance education with better avenues toward accessing 

displaying, saving, uploading, transmitting, downloading copyrighted material.  

The TEACH Act has been seen as being on both ends of the spectrum as 

rewarding or apprehensible.  In this essay, I will analyze and assess the views of 

Kenneth D. Crews (2003) article on copyright and distance education, and 

discuss how the TEACH Act may challenge distance education operations.

Key Benefits of the TEACH Act for Distance Education Practitioners

The article begins by providing good reasoning as to why educators 

should take in the TEACH Act.  Crews elevates a key element of importance to 

the distance education system in respect to educational intervention.  He

believes that the educational intervention was in a stand still due to the fear of 

being handed violations for copyright infringement (Crews, 2003, p. 36).  In 

analyzing this statement, one can find that there are many resources available

via the web that are beneficial to the classroom, but restricted from use due to 

copyright, which in turn can lessen the impact of student leaning.  Though 

distance education practitioners will see that the TEACH Act is somewhat 

complicated, they should also understand that the TEACH Act will allow them to 

use these protected materials, but where relevant and only in 

portions…something relevant, useful, and beneficial to the classroom is 

absolutely better than nothing at all.  They should also be happy to realize that, 
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as Judy Dahl (2004) states “there are ways to get around the TEACH Act don’ts”

(p. 4), by referring to the Copyright Law’s Fair Use Doctrine. 

Challenges that the TEACH Act poses for Distance Education Environment

Though beneficial towards educational innovations, the TEACH Act may 

pose some issues to distance education.  Kenneth D. Crews (2003), Judy Dahl 

(2004), and Thomas A. Lipinski (2003) all recognize that distance education 

practitioners will be required more duties geared towards ensuring that the 

TEACH Act’s legal requirements are satisfied.  Crews (2003) describes the work 

involved by instructors, administrative staff, and technological staff, but fails to 

mention the potential harm to the operation of distance education.  In assessing 

the requirements of the TEACH Act, I have found the following potential issues:  

additional costs for a variety of distance education components, need for more 

manpower or need for increasing the working periods of personnel, student 

adherence, etc.  Peering into these issues, they all involve cost.  Cost and 

adherence are the main distance education components that will drive 

operational issues.  

Crews (2003) identifies that the TEACH Act requires “institutions to 

develop and implement a variety of technological methods for controlling access 

to, and furthering the dissemination of, the copyrighted works” (p. 37).  The 

author fails to identify how the new technological requirement will impact 

costs…there will need to be research conducted to find the right technology to 

control the manipulation of copyrighted works, there will need to be technological 

staff employed to perform upgrades and support mechanisms in place, and most 
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importantly there needs to be money allocated to purchase the technology.  Thus 

saying, how will this fit into the budget and at what impact will the cost be to the 

students?  Another good question that needs to be asked of the upper-level

administrative staff is how to balance the duties of the instructor?  Crews (2003) 

addresses how the instructor “needs to bear in mind various alternatives for 

properly expanding the lawful use of copyrighted works” (p. 38).  It is excellent

that the instructor is still heavily involved in choosing copyrighted materials, but 

how will these new duties requested of the TEACH Act impact the efficient cost 

of development that identifies the great business aspect of distance education, 

and the balance of instructor duties?  If instructors are overwhelmed with 

supervising students’ manipulation of copyrighted content (TEACH Act 

requirement) and overly concerned with extracting copyrighted material for the 

course, the quality of the course may suffer.  Faculty support will be of extreme 

importance to the instructor…this is another distance education component that 

will need to be revamped.

Conclusion

In closing, the business of distance education is quite effective, but if 

distance educational professionals do not effectively implement and adequately 

control the effects of the TEACH Act’s requirements in an effective manner, two

of the detrimental inputs that push for success in distance education…average 

cost per student and quality of work may be negatively affected.
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