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Entity Description Entity Description
 Socio-economic 

Conditions
Socio-economic conditions are an entity of 
the distance education environment because 
it can cause an education shift.  As identified 
by Otto Peters (2004), socio-economic 
conditions include a shift in age and status 
of students, shift in functions of education in 
industrialized countries, shift in financing 
education, etc. (p. 27-28).

 School Rank School ranking can help to encourage 
higher student enrollment levels.  This 
entity was chosen because it influences 
system operations to increase quality and 
achieve better outputs that aid towards 
high reviews of the institutions and its 
programs.

 Competition Competition drives institutions to live up to 
and beyond their expectations.  This entity 
influences to broadcast 

 Research / Field 
Reporting

Many field reports and research are 
published in distance education than 
influence subsystems within a distance 
education system.  The research 
conducted in the field yields professional 
opinion and results that leaders with great 
vision can implement within their 
institution.

 New / Changes 
in Literature

New or changes in legislature can involve 
many changes within distance education 
practice.  For instance, the TEACH Act of 
2002 enables educational innovation with 
the use of copyrighted materials.  In order to 
prevent copyright infringement, institutions 
must meet the requirements of the TEACH 
Act, which requires a vast amount of support 
from administrative, technological, and 
instructor personnel.  

 Accreditation / 
Re-accreditation

Accreditation / Re-accreditation is an 
entity of the distance education 
environment because it can simply make 
or break an educational institution.  This 
entity can cause changes within a system, 
such as stricter student policies, grading 
policies etc. in order to receive higher 
accreditation.
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Entity Description Entity Description
 Technological 

Advances
Advancement of technology is a driving 
force of change among distance education 
institutions.  Proper use of cutting edge 
technology can encourage beneficial 
changes in pedagogical practice, 
administrative tasks, student resources, and 
legislative adherence.

 Student Group 
Targeting

Borje Holmberg (2005) states that 
“distance educators have always tried to 
adapt their teaching to specific target 
groups, known or expected and to their 
needs and wishes (p. 44).  This entity was 
chosen because all distance education 
components are built around the student 
demographic.  This entity could be 
combined with marketing.  The system 
would have to know who the students are 
in order to build support.
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