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An Introduction & Overview of the Group Project

We are Team Beta, and our final group project is on "Copyright Law, Teaching and 

Libraries in the Digital Age." The members of this group are:

Yael Davis, 

Ingah Davis-Crawford, 

Becky Ramos, 

Kerstin Sewell, and 

Benjamin Arah.

In this project, we highlighted and discussed (with video and power point illustrations) 

issues related to copyright law...specifically the fair use doctrine and the Digital 

Millennium Copyright Act (known as the DMCA). The course presented by our group 

concomitantly addresses the use of copyrighted materials and teaching and the challenges 

facing libraries, librarians and users with regard to the use of copyrighted materials that 

has an affect on teaching activities in the digital age or internet environment.

There are essentially three sections in this project. The first section is centered on the 

history of fair use within the content of copyright law in the United States, the types of 

protections covered under the fair use doctrine, and the four fair use factors. This section 

ends with a learning activity that raises three critical questions about fair use. The second 

section discusses the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). In this section, the 
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following items are discussed and delineated: the nature of DMCA, DMCA's Safe Harbor 

Provisions, the notice and takedown procedures for websites, DMCA's anti-

circumvention provisions, and the technological protection measures. This section also 

ends with a learning activity on the Digital Millenium Copyright Act. The third section is 

the UNC Chapel Hill Video Synopsis on copyright law and the role of libraries in which 

the participants talk about and discuss interesting emerging issues and concerns that have 

currency with digital environments. The video is about 20 minutes in length and contains 

sub-headings; it was co-hosted by Ann Klinefelter (the Director of the University of 

North Carolina Law Library) and Deborah Gerhardt (the Director of its Intellectual 

Property Initiative & Adjunct Professor of Law). For further reading in this area, there is 

a list of interesting and relevant references and sources. 
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Analysis of Learning Three Modules

Learning Module #1 - IUPUI

The Copyright Management Center (CMC) at the Indiana University-Purdue University 

Indianapolis (IUPUI) originated in 1994 with the purpose of managing the copyright 

issues in the creation of original works as well as disseminating information for using 

existing copyrighted works at the universities.

Information/Guides Available:

Copyright Quickguide

Fair Use Issues

Permissions Information

Copyright Ownership

TEACH act and Distance Education

Managing Ownership of Copyrighted Works

File sharing and Copyright

IU digital music library project

Strengths:

-Breaks down laws into common language/easy to understand
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-Explanations of why this information is important

-Directs students to outside resources

-Step-by-step guides on many subjects such as obtaining permissions and copyright 

protection

-Explains IUPUI’s policies about copyright issues and open access

Weaknesses:

-Links to additional information are often from other staff at IUPUI

-Information seems directed toward students and only basic information for staff is 

available

-Information on library issues focuses more on links to laws verses the challenges 

occurring at IUPUI

-Navigating the web site is difficult (i.e. there is no starting point for general knowledge)

Conclusion:

The information of the web site could use updating such as information available about 

file sharing (e.g. Napster, a peer to peer file sharing site that students often visit). This 

web site contains the basic information that a student will need to understand copyright 

issues; however, set up to be a resource for finding answers to a specific questions verses 

a learning tool or an online course that students could use.  The site only gives an 
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overview of copyright issues with a tendency to provide links to the specific laws as 

further information. IUPUI has done what many universities have overlooked by 

providing the students and staff a collection of resources that, with some persistence, one 

would be able to have an understanding of the expectations of using, sharing, and 

creating copyrighted work at the university. 

REFERENCE

Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI).  Copyright Management 

Center. Retrieved April 24, 2008 from http://copyright.iupui.edu/

Learning Module #2 - Copyright Law Module 2 of 3: The History and Future of 
U.S. Copyright Law

This paper is an analysis of a learning module that is second in a series of three modules 

designed collectively by Ashley Allen (2006) to provide an overview of U.S. Copyright 

Law

Summary

 Early History of Copyright

o First British Copyright Law (1556), a response to invention of 

printing press, enacted to control “heretical and sedicious material” 

(Allen, p. 2).

http://copyright.iupui.edu/
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o Statue of Anne (1710), unlike the 1556 law, gives copyright 

protection to creators instead of publishers for fourteen years with 

right of renewal.

o First U.S. Copyright Law (1790), same rights for creators as the 

Statute of Anne.

 U.S. Copyright Law in the 20th Century

o U.S. Copyright Law (1909 and1976) expand “scope of categories 

protected” and increase copyright to “original works of authorship 

fixed in any tangible medium of expression...known and later 

developed...” respectively (Allen, p. 3).

o Copyright Act (1976) codified fair use doctrine, extended copyright to 

fifty years after creator’s death and ended need for copyright to be 

registered.

o U.S. joins Berne Convention (1886) in 1998, as a consequence works 

created after March 1, 1989 no longer required to exhibit copyright.

 Changing Technologies, Changing Laws: U.S. Copyright Law in the  20th and 

21st Centuries

o The Audio Home Recording Rights Act (AHRA) of 1992, the No 

Electronic Theft (NET) Act of 1997, and the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA) of 1998, enacted as a response to new digital 
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technologies.  Each of these laws exhibits an effort to place 

restrictions on technology in order to provide copyright protection 

(Allen, 2006).

Analysis

This module in my opinion is a good examination of the importance that emerging 

technologies and a desire to promote the public good have played in the evolution of 

intellectual property law.  It discusses how technology based laws e.g. the DMCA, have 

the potential to severely limit future growth, in areas of research, teaching, free speech 

and innovation (Lynch, 2006 and Kelly and Bonner, 2006), thereby making copyright 

issues a concern in the everyday lives of average Americans as never before.  Moreover, 

it also communicates to the learner that copyright law is not a static construct, but instead 

is ever evolving which requires vigilance on the part of users (Nemire, 2007).

REFERENCES

Allen, A. (2006). Copyright law module 2 of 3: The history and future of U.S. copyright 

law. Retrieved April 19, 2008, from http://cnx.org/content/m14064/latest/

http://cnx.org/content/m14064/latest/
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Kelley, K.B. & Bonner, K.M. (2006). Copyright basics. In K.M. Bonner (Ed.), The 

Center for Intellectual Property Handbook (pp. 1-14). New York: Neal-Schuman 

Publishers, Inc.

Lynch, C.A. (2006). Copyright law, intellectual property policy, and academic culture. In 

K.M. Bonner (Ed.), The Center for Intellectual Property Handbook (pp. 153-174). 

New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, Inc.

Nemire, R.E. (2007). Intellectual property development and use for distance education 

courses. College Teaching, 55(1), 26-30. Retrieved February 4, 2008, Education 

Research Complete.

Learning Module #3 - Digital Distance Learning, Copyright and the Librarian 

INTRODUCTION: This web site presents a paper by Rochelle M. Richardson (1999) 

which examines copyright issues in distance education. Her paper is organized in the 

following categories: Definitions of distance learning, Copyright law that can be applied 

to distance education, Conference on Fair Use (CONFU) and Association of College and 
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Research Libraries (ACRL) guidelines, Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) and 

the Register of Copyrights report on copyright and digital distance education.

SUMMARY OF ARTICLE: Richardson (1999) lists the highlights of Sections 107 

through 120 of the United States Copyright Act (1999) and lists several arguments by 

other authors about the concerns of how distance education fits in with these laws. The 

reproduction of articles in distance education courses and fair use in these classes and 

libraries is also discussed. Richardson also writes briefly about the guidelines set up by 

CONFU and the ACRL in an attempt to settle some distance education issues with 

copyright laws. She concludes that there is a need for specialized librarians and 

instructors to deal with distance education and copyright issues as well as a need to 

update current laws.

ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION: Richardson makes mention of some interesting 

issues with copyright laws and distance education. Some of these are: 1) Having a 

specific definition for distance education to be used in lawmaking. 2) The 

overgeneralization and understanding of the terms and words used in modern copyright 

law and 3) Guidelines may help temporarily to overcome misunderstanding between 

current laws and copyright in distance education, but each case may be looked at 

individually. This article does not describe all of copyright laws, but mainly highlights 

certain areas that need to be updated to reflect changes in technology. Richardson’s 

article is opinionated, the resources are mostly other author’s viewpoints, and her article 
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focuses on specific concerns instead of being a general informational article. This would 

be good reading for someone who already is familiar with copyright law and is looking 

for information about the problems that distance education universities and libraries are 

finding.

REFERENCES
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